Aged care reforms: policy implications for rural and remote Australia.
In 1996, the Federal Government announced a draft of reforms in the aged care sector, including the controversial proposal to introduce upfront bonds for new nursing home residents with assets of more than $23,000. Following effective lobbying from welfare and church groups and pensioner organisations, the Prime Minister announced the axing of the bonds policy for nursing home residents in November 1997 and its replacement with an accommodation charge of $380 per annum for 5 years. The social justice and ideological underpinnings of these Aged Care Reforms remain contentious, and have fundamental and long-term policy implications for the provision of aged care services in rural and remote areas.